
he citizens and ecosystem of Aru Islands is under 

Tmassive pressure. Investment plan of big companies in 
plantation sector will open lands area in Aru Islands 

more than 75 percent. Social and economic changes is 
unavoided, in line with forest clearing in this archipelago 
country.

Forest Watch Indonesia (FWI) suggest there are three group 
companies who wants to invest their capital, they are: Menara 
Group, Aru Manise Group, and Nusa Ina Group. Those three 
groups are at least involved 46 subsidiaries (28 Menara 
Group's subsidiarires, 15 Aru Manise Group's subsidiaries, 
and 3 Nusa Ina Group's subsidiaries) who are ready to open 
land area in Aru Islands. Those companies are more likely to 
compete for each other. It has been proven in August 2012, 
Menara Group and Aru Manise Group were involved in a case 
under the General High Court of the State (PTUN) of Ambon 
related to Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) analysis 
permitt which was issued by The Environmental Impact 
Control Agency (Bapedalda) in Maluku Province. General 
High Court of the State of Ambon and appeal in the General 
High Court of the State of Makassar and decided to win The 
Environmental Impact Control Agency (Bapedalda) and 

1Menara Group . 
2

Table 1. Investment Plan of 3 giant groups in Aru Islands (FWI, 2014) .  

Despite the companies competition, Aru people and various 
civil society declared their rejection massively toward the land 
clearing plan in Aru Islands. Not only about the impact to the 
human's life, but also about the closed process until the 
community level. This ressistance movement spread to the 
international through the #SaveAru movement. 
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ARU RICH ISLANDS 

Aru Islands Regency consists of more than 180 islands, 
with 5 main islands, there are Trangan, Kobror, Wokam, 
Maikor, and Kola. These Islands are bordered by more 
than 100 large and small straits. Based on analysis of 
Landsat imagery-8 coverage in 2013, Aru Islands was 
covered by natural forests for the most part. More than 80 
percent or 667.000 hectare was lowland forest and 
mangrove forest with a very good condition. Several 
species of trees are Merbau (Itsia bijuga), Walnut Wood  
(Canarium amboinense), Gofasa Wood (Vitex cofassus), 
Red Wood (Eugenia Rumphii), and Onion Timber 

3(Dysoxylum euphlebium) .

Since 1989, Budhy Nyata Company (Djajanti Group) has 
own the concession rights on forest tenure (HPH) in 
Wokam Island and Maikor island for the total area 98.000 

3hectare . This harvesting timber company was ended in 
2004. Another company that have activities in Aru Islands 
is Kirana Utama Lestari Company. A coffee plantation 
company who got the IPK or Use of Timber Permitt from 
land clearing in 2011 and 2012. Ironically,there are no 
coffee plantation in the former land until today. 

Natural forest domination is obviously stated the wealth of 

wildlife inside Aru Islands and utilized by Aru peoples: the 
Bird of Paradise (Paradiseae apoda), Tree Kangaroos 
(Dendrolagus sp.), Black Cockatoo (Prebosciger 
aterrimus), Yellow-Crested Aru Cockatoo (Cacatua 
galerita eleonora), and Cassowary (Casuarius casuarius).

Alfred Russel Wallace's noted, since the 1800's Aru has 
became a haven for dozens of merchant ships which 
brought various sea product and another shipments to the 

4European Markets . Moreover, since over years ago Aru 
has become an icon for the quality pearl hunting. 

5Topatimasang (2004)  said that in 1969 a Japan Company 
has invested 1 millions dollar for the pearl cultivation in 
Fatujuring, Aru Islands. In 2013, Head of Aru Islands' 
BAPPEDA, Arens Uniplaita, also said that one of the 
company in fisheries sector can reap the benefits till 45 
million dollars a year. In the other hand, (Central Bureau of 
Statistics (BPS) of Aru Islands recorded that in 2012 
fisheries potency of Aru Islands are.632,77 tons or equal 

6with Rp 934 billions .

6
Table 2. Production in Fisheries Sector of Aru Islands 2008 -  2012  
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Contrast with the natural resources exploitation with capital 
intensive for commercial purpose, Aru people can only gain 
the limited natural resources for their own living and utilize 
the resources traditionally. Generations by generations, Aru 
people were keep their livelihood based on their custom. The 
allegiance for the customary law can be seen in their daily life 
such as when hunting, farming, fishing, etc. The local 
wisdom that still exist until today is Sasi l Sir and Molo 
Sabuang. 

Sasi is a temporarily prohibition to access or utilize sea or 
forest resources, it supposed to give the nature time to 
recover. Sasi ceremony is signed by mounting mayang leaf 

(Janur Kelapa) or other varian, with incantations to give the 
magical power in the Sasi sign and for the protected area. 
Sasi applied to certain specified time and revoked by the 
customary ceremonial. 

Molo Sabuang is one of traditional conflict solution 
mechanism. Molo Sabuang is also indicated the strong 
relationship between Indigenous people of Aru Islands with 
their seas and rivers. Molo Sabuang also performed to 
determine the ultimate truth in between the two conflicted 
parties. The representatives from both sides should dive and 
survive with just holding on the wooden poles without any 

respirator. The longest side in the water is the side who holds 
the truth in a dispute that occured. In the other side, the 
inability to survive shows that he really have no rights for 

7anything on disputed .

ARU ISLANDS: THE ISOLATED PEOPLE

The natural wealth of Aru Islands are well known over the 
centuries. Aru Islands are already familiar with marine 
resources exploitation and forest resources exploitation on 
large scale. Pearls Companies and fisheries or fish 
processing company has begun their exploitation history in 
Aru Islands natural resources. Since 1980 natural resources 
exploitation sector has become increased to the forest 
resource, especially for the timber product and then become 
bigger in plantation sector. 

It is undeniable that local government must have sufficient 
income to finance the local development. Moreover, on 
these natural resources wealth, Aru Islands is listed as one 
of the poverty pockets in Maluku Province. According to BPS 
2011 there are 30,96% from Aru people are under the 

8poverty line . 

Incessant development will be proportional with the Own 
Source Revenue (PAD). While the most common pattern to 
increase the PAD is opening the opportunity to large scale 
investment. However this government policies related to the 
financial affairs are often neglect the specific condition of the 
location and the carrying capacity of the environment. Based 
on Table 2 about marine resources potency, Aru Island's 
marine resources wealth potency is very large. Even the 
production and economic value in this sector is increasing 
every year. Instead of develop the fisheries or marine sector, 
it seems like local government is tend to give the room for 
land-based investment and forest clearing in Aru islands. 

In the middle of 2012 Maluku Government Province was 
applied the revision of Provincial Spatial Plan to change the 
designation and functions of the forest area of approximately 
1,8 millions hectares, in which 1,3 millions hectares is 

9release of forest to Other Landuse (APL) . 

In regency level, the government policy in Aru Islands to tap 
the investment also described the land allocation in Spatial 
Plan. According to it's designation the forestry business is 
allocated in forest production area, meanwhile the non 
forestry business (such as: plantation or farming) is 
allocated in APL.
 
Judging from the total area, APL reached more than 547.000 
hectare or 71 percent from the total land of Aru Islands. 
Reserve area allocation for the changes in forest area to 
non-forest area is more than 157.000 hectare (Conversion 
Production Forest/HPK). Conservation and protected forest 
is only 71.000 hectare.

BOX	1
Menara	Group
Investment	 plan	 realisation	 of	 Menara	 Group	 began	 in	 early	
2010.	When	Aru	Island's	Regents	Teddy	Tengko	has	issued	the	
Principle	 Permit,	 Location	 Permit,	 and	 Forest	 Release	
Recommendation	for	total	481.403	hectare	for	28	subsidiaries	
of	Menara	 Group.	 This	 decision	was	 strengthened	 by	Maluku	
Governor	Karel	Albert	Ralahalu,	 he	 issued	 the	 Forest	Release	
Recommendation	 Letter	 on	 July	 2011.	 On	 February	 2013,	
Forestry	 Ministry	 has	 issued	 the	 principle	 permit	 to	 reserve	
forest	area	for	another	19	companies	under	Menara	Group.	The	
total	permit	area	which	was	issued	by	Ministry	of	Forestry	are	
305.120	hectare.

The	 land	 clearing	 for	 sugarcane	 plantation	 in	 Aru	 Islands	 by	
Menara	Group	has	�inally	ended	because	of	the	statement	from	
Forestry	 Minister,	 Zulki�li	 Hasan,	 that	 cancelled	 the	 forest	
clearing	for	sugarcane	plantation	in	Aru	Islands.	That	statement	

thwas	 expressed	 in	 Forestry	Ministry	 Building	 April	 11 	 2014.	
Request	of	cancellation	license	to	Menara	Group	was	also	stated	
by	DPRD	of	Maluku	Province	 through	 the	Parliament	Plenary	
Session	on	July	7th	2014.

Aru	Manise	Group
Aru	Manise	Group	has	an	invenstment	plan	in	Aru	Islands	since	
2010.	That	plan	was	strengthened	by	the	discussion	with	Aru	
Islands	Regents,	Teddy	Tengko.	On	July	and	November	2011,	Aru	
Islands	 Regents	 was	 issued	 the	 location	 permit	 for	 15	
subsidiaries	of	Aru	Manise	Group	in	total	area	351.832	hectare.	
This	exploitation	plan	was	ended	in	2012	through	the	registers	
case	Number.23/G/2012/PTUN.ABN.	Aru	Manise	was	defeated	
by	Menara	Group.	The	assembly	was	conducted	because	there	is	
an	overlap	with	the	permission	issued	by	Aru	Islands	Regents.

	Nusa	Ina	Group
Unlike	the	case	of	Menara	Group	and	Aru	Manise	Group,	Nusa	Ina	
Group	choose	to	face	Aru	Islands	peoples.	Since	2010,	Nusa	Ina	
Group	 has	 started	 to	 get	 the	 people's	 heart.	 Their	 wishes	 to	
control	the	land	has	become	wider	since	one	of	Nusa	Ina	Group	
Of�icials	was	appointed	as	indigenous	children	of	Aru	Islands	by	
the	 Aru	 Islands	 Indigenous	 Chairman	 Council,	 Thonci	
Galanggonga.
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Tabel 3. Extensive landuse plan in Aru Islands Regency and Forest 
10

Cover in 2013 (FWI, 2014)  

Since 2010 the local government through Aru Islands 
Regents has started to give the agreement signs for the 
invasion of large scale plantation companies, by issued 
location permit and forest release recommendation. Maluku 
Gove rno r  has  a l so  gave  h i s  app rova l  t o  t h i s 
recommendation. The permission process was very close 
enough with forest area release, in which the approval is on 
the Ministry of Forestry's, when this plan reap the rejection 
from various circles. Menara Group with their number of 
subsidiary, intend to open the sugarcane plantation in total 
area 480.000 hectare, while the 302.760 hectare is inside 
the forest area so it's necessary to going through the forest 
area release process.

SMALL APOCALYPSE IN ARCHIPELAGO COUNTRY

Settlements in Aru Islands are mostly in coastal area, divided 
into 7 districts and home to more than 84 thousands of 
people. 87 percent of their livelihoods are farming, especially 
in fisheries and agricultural corps. In detail the agriculture 
field of Aru Islands are presented in Picture 2.

Picture 2. Percentage of Aru Islands People's Livelihood in Agricultural 
11

Sector

Based on FWI analysis as the presented in Table 3. although 
the farming sector is dominant in Aru, but the land use is less 
than 20 percent from Aru Islands non-forest area. If ones 
assumes that the planned of large scale plantation will avoid 
overlap with the public management area, then certainly 
most of the fields will be opened in natural forest area. 

Aru Islands consists of small islands, mostly the total area for 
each islands are less than 200.000 hectare, except Trangan  
Islands. Changes in landscape will give a direct impact to the 
land ecosystem or sea ecosystem. It is obvious that the level 
of fresh water supply and flora fauna diversity will be 
decreased. While in social system also will impact to the 
changes of livelihood pattern and social order in Indigenous 
People of Aru Islands. 

The small islands exploitation gave 20 times higher risk 
other than exploitation in bigger islands. Small islands 
posessed only small, fast, and fragmented water circulation. 
So the islands, can not affect each other. If the forests in 
small islands are depleted, then certainly there are about 84 

thousands of Aru Islands people will lost their water source 
12supply .

13
Table 3. Five Largest Islands in Aru Islands (FWI, 2014)

Large scale plantation which replaced the natural forest in 
small islands will change the social order in Aru Islands 
people. Aru Islands people have a strong bond with their 
natural resources. Formed the spatiotemporal reference 
bond, where the economic pattern is connected to the social 
pattern which refers to the wind direction, weather, and 

14rituals . 

Picture 2 shows, that if there is a change in the society's 
production trend, then it will affect the social order such as 
local wisdom, kinship, even in the socio-politics relations. 
The imposed new system will be the new order that can 
change the socio-economic structure in Aru Islands society. 
When the forest in Aru Islands is destroyed, then the 
Indigenous People as the main element of the ecosystem 
will experience “doomsday” earlier. The impact is in the land 
and the people's work orientation. Large scale plantation will 
change the work orientation of the society and eliminate the 
traditional rights of Indigenous People. 

Deprivation of traditional rights in Aru Islands also violate the 
Constitutional Court (MK) Decisions in 2012. The MK 35 of 
2012 clearly stated that the indigenous forest is not a state 
forest. It is obviously stated the indigenous territories 
especially Aru Islands are entitled to recognition from all 
circles. 
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BOX	2
Constitutional	Court	Decision	Number	35/PUU-X/2012

The	word	“state”	in	Article	1	point	6	of	Law	Number	41	Year	
1999	concerning	Forestry	(State	Gazette	of	the	Republic	of	
Indonesia	Year	1999	Number	167,	Supplement	to	the	State	
Gazette	of	the	Republic	of	Indonesia	Number	3888)	is	
inconsistent	with	the	1945	Constitution	of	the	State	of	the	
Republic	of	Indonesia;	

The	word	“state”	in	Article	1	point	6	of	Law	Number	41	Year	
1999	concerning	Forestry	(State	Gazette	of	the	Republic	of	
Indonesia	Year	1999	Number	167,	Supplement	to	the	State	
Gazette	of	the	Republic	of	Indonesia	Number	3888)	does	not	
have	binding	legal	force,	therefore	Article	1	point	6	of	Law	No	
41	of	1999	on	Forestry	to	read	as	follows	“customary	forest	is	a	
forest	located	in	indigenous	peoples	area”;	



SAVE THE LAST FOREST

The rejection of natural forest exploitation in Aru Islands has 
been declared, from the society, civil society organization, 
and academics. Especially for the real threat to the natural 
resources damaged and the threat of social order loss in 
Indigenous People of Aru Islands, while the natural 
resources plays an important role as a life support system. 
The emergence of coalition movement #SaveAru begins 
from the restless about the investment plan which threat 
their natural forest. Almost every elements of society in Aru 
Islands are rejecting the investment in any form that could 
destroy the Aru Islands forest. moreover They performed 
Sasi in 80 percent of Aru Islands area to reject the 

15companies .

Ministry of Foresty in April, 10th 2014 has declared the 
cancelation of reverse forest area principle permit by 
Menara Group. The cancellation was suspected due to the 
Menara Group has passed the time limit prescribed by 
Ministry of Forestry to manage the areal boundary. Also the 
very strong rejection from the society makes Menara Group 

is not able to carry out the stages in the process of forest 
release. 

Eventhough the Ministry of Forestry has cancelled the 
Menara Group permission in Aru Islands, doesn't mean Aru 
Islands has already freed from another forest resources 
exploitation threat. Capacity building of Aru Islands people 
and forest monitoring in Aru Islands still necessary to be 
done. The protection for the ecosystem in small islands in 
Aru Islands also become something essential in order to 
preserve natural forests and cultural communities in Aru 
Islands.

BOX	3
Forest Watch Indonesia (FWI) is on organiza�on of independent 
forest monitoring network consis�ng of individuals and that 
commited to realizing the process of data management and 
informa�on forestry that is open in indonesia and can ensure the 
management of forest resources and sustainable fair. 

AMAN	or	Indigenous	Peoples	Alliance	of	Archipelago	(AMAN)	is	
an	independent	community	organizations	whose	membership	
consist	of	indegenous	communities	from	various	corners	of	the	
archipelago.
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	 Rejection	documents	from	Peoples	in	Aru	Islands	District	to	sugarcane	plan	
plantation	by	Menara	Group.

. Ø Campany Name Area (Ha) No Campany Name Area (Ha)

1 PT Anugerah timur Indonesia 11,500 15 PT Bina Makmur Lestari 18,820

2 PT Berkah Rajab Indonesia 22,065 16 PT Intra Jaya Kencana 19,890

3 PT Pandawa Usaha Nusantara 20,285 17 PT Dobo Alam Makmur 18,525

4 PT Subur Makmur Abadi 20,640 18 PT Berkah Dobo Perkasa 18,970

5 PT Kreasindo Lahan Hijau 14,090 19 PT Anugrah Alam Dobo 2,555

6 PT Platindo Aru Makmur 13,995 20 PT Pratama Maju Lestari 13,200

7 PT Cakra Makmur Sentosa 14,090 21 PT Usaha Berkah Sejahtera 19,330

8 PT Aneka Bio Pulau Aru 14,380 22 PT Majutama Alam Nusantara 11,640

9 PT Prakasa Indonesia Timur 13,150 23 PT Aru Alam Perkasa 13,960

10 PT Sentra Aru Gemilang 8,695 24 PT Hijau Raya Abaditama 19,790

11 PT Cahaya Malindo Abadi 16,440 25 PT Citra Makmur Alami 19,740

12 PT Multi Aru Perkasa 15,020 26 PT Berkah Alam Aru 12,330

13 PT Sari Indah Cemerlang 19,350 27 PT Sahabat Aru Sejati 20,000

14 PT Inti Global Perkasa 20,300 28 PT Rahmat Indonesia Subur 19,990

452,740

Source : Data of 28 Menara Group’s ANDAL data

Menara Group

Total Area (Ha)

. Ø Company Name Area (Ha) No Company Name Area (Ha)

1 PT. Buru Makmur Warga 38,400 9 PT. Projo Aru Manise 18,749

2 PT. Buru Abadi Sejahtera 37,824 10 PT. Permata Aru Manise 18,358

3 PT. Buru Tirta Manise 34,824 11 PT. Langgeng Aru Manise 16,832

4 PT. Buru Wana Lestari 38,284 12 PT. Tirta Aru Manise 17,447

5 PT. Karsa Aru Manise 20,868 13 PT. Cahaya Aru Manise 20,384

6 PT. Karya Aru Manise 15,787 14 PT. Agrotama Bumi Perkasa 22,347

7 PT. Wibawa Aru Manise 14,469 15 PT. Projo Kawulo Makmur 21,278

8 PT. Sejahtera Aru Manise 15,981 351,832

Source : Decision of the Administrative Court (PTUN) of Ambon Number: 23/G/2012/PTUN.ABN

Total Area (Ha)

Aru Manise Group

. Ø Campany Name Area (Ha)

1
PT Nusaina Agro 

Akiternate Manise
93,870

2
PT Nusaina Manusela 

Manise
262,974

3
PT Nusaina Agro 

Tanahmerah Manise
192,297

549,141

Nusa Ina Group

Total Area

Source : permit application map of 

sugarcane plantation, palm oil, and 

IUPHH-HT Nusa Ina Group

No

No

No No

No

Attachment 1. The Data of 46 Companies Under the Three Groups 
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