
FORMAL LETTER FROM CSO COALITION TO NORWAY 

 

To: 

  

Bård Vegar Solhjell 

 

Minister of the Environment 

 

The Royal Norwegina Ministry of the Environment 

 

P.O.Box 8013 Dep 

 

N-0030 Oslo 

 

 

"If there is no reduced deforestation, we will not pay.  

If there is reduced deforestation, we will pay," 

Prime Minister Stoltenberg 

 

“It will be embarrassing for Indonesia if we fail to deliver the  

emission reduction as we are committed to” 

President Yudhoyono 

 

 

Dear Minister Bård Vegar Solhjell, 
 

Norway's fight against deforestation and its commitment to protect the majestic Indonesian 

rainforest is one that we all appreciate, not only for the sake of biodiversity and forest 

dependent communities, but also because it is an essential element of efforts worldwide to 

combat climate change. 

 

It is therefore extremely worrying to see that almost two years after your predecessor, 

Minister Solheim, signed Norway’s Letter of Intent (LoI) with Indonesia on “Cooperation on 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions from deforestation and forest degradation, and one year 

after Indonesia established the moratorium on deforestation, the rates of forest destruction 

in Indonesia’s peatlands and rainforest have not declined. The prime reason for this as you 

know, was that the moratorium was dramatically weakened by strong lobbying from 

industry and from some government ministries. 

  

Strengthening the moratorium is essential if confidence in the Indonesia-Norway deal is to 

be maintained, and for showing that it is not just one of the main pillars of the LoI on paper, 

but is also being implemented on the ground.  

 

Minister Solhjell, it is now time for Norway to step up and take an active role in making sure 

that the Indonesian government follows what it agreed in the LoI. We urge you to use your 

influence to make sure that the moratorium is strengthened. This would require you to 

encourage the Indonesian Government to instigate a results-based moratorium beyond the 

initial two years, to ensure that the moratorium protects all peatland, as well as initiating a 

review of the existing concessions, rather than merely suspending the issue of new 

concession permits.   

  



Please fulfill the promises you made on behalf of Norway to the Indonesian people by 

supporting these efforts to reduce deforestation, which will keep Norway at the forefront of 

tackling climate change through halting deforestation. 

 

Thank you for strengthening your efforts to end deforestation in Indonesia 

 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 

                            
          

                                                                                       

           

 
 
 
 
cc:  Indonesian Ambassador to Norway 
 Norwegian Ambassador to Indonesia 
  


